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Los Angeles County Probation Department SEO-200

CANINE DETECTION TEAM POLICY

200 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The policies and procedures contained in the Los Angeles County Probation
Department's (the “Department” or “Probation”) Canine Operations Manual are those of
the Department and not of any other agency, organization, trainer or training facility. This
policy establishes guidelines for the Canine Detection Teams (CDTSs).

Situations may arise that are not covered in this manual. In such situations, the

Department will review the totality of the circumstances and apply a standard of
reasonableness.

The canine detection unit's narcotics and firearms program is designed to help the
Department detect narcotics and firearms that probationers supervised by the
Department may illegally possess. The canines deployed by the Department will be
trained to be non-aggressive and will alert to contraband in a passive detection manner
as defined by the National Canine Police Association. The passive alert method is
described as the K9 placing it's snout in the area of greatest concentration of odor with
no signs of barking, scratching or biting. This policy applies to all Department employees.

Unless otherwise authorized by a Deputy Chief or above, the CDTs shall not be involved
in any searches or activities involving the canine if such activity is:

(i) Unrelated to individuals being supervised by Probation; or
(i) Unrelated to a law enforcement mutual aid request.

201 MISSION

The CDTs help accomplish the Department's mission of re-socializing offenders,
increasing offender competency, enhancing community safety, and assisting victims. The
CDTs do so by enhancing the safety and efficiency of Probation staff when performing
search and seizure activities. The CDTs will also be available to provide assistance to

other law enforcement agencies upon request (mutual aid) consistent with Departmental
policies and procedures.

202 PROGRAM GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
» Provide canine support to Probation staff as they conduct compliance checks
(search and seizure) of probationers by detecting the odor of contraband items,
including but not limited to firearms, marijuana, heroin, cocaine, methamphetamine
and derivatives from these substances.

» Conduct searches at juvenile institutions and area offices as appropriate.

» Reduce the amount of time needed to conduct search and seizure activities.
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